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IN LEDUC SCHOOLS 

EDMONTON SYMPHONY PRESENTS 
MUSIC APPRECIATION CONCERTS 


The Recreation and Cultural Develop¬ 
ment Branch of the Alberta Govarn- 
ment sponsored three concerts given by 
groups from the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra on Monday, November 22nd, 
to the school children of Leduc. 

This pilot project, given during school 
hours, forms an extension of the present 
Music Appreciation Concerts normally 
arranged and sponsored by the Women’s 
Committee of the Symphony Society 
for the students of the Edmonton Pub¬ 
lic School system. The purpose of 
Government financing was to assess the 
possibilities of concert giving in rural 
areas by groups ranging from a quintet 
to a small orchestra, and provide the 
opportunity for evaluation of benefit to 
the students by the school board and 
teachers involved. 

The program consisted of a morning 
concert, given by a quintet, and two 
afternoon concerts by a 13-piece or¬ 
chestra under the direction of Brian 
Priestman who also explained and dis¬ 
cussed the capabilities of the featured 
instruments. 

. Short extracts were played from tra¬ 
ditional and modern works, after which 
the students were invited to ask ques¬ 
tions about the orchestra and instru¬ 
ments. 

The reception given to the orchestra 
members and their performances by the 
students, teachers and school authorities 
in Leduc was most enthusiastic. It is 
hoped by all concerned that the event 
represented the first successful step in 
taking “live” orchestral music to school 
children throughout the Province. 


Mrs. Marguerite Mariantowici, concert 
mistress of the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, demonstrates the horse hair 
component of her violin bow to those 
that doubted it. 



Children of the Leduc Schools get a new view of Brian Priestman and members of 
the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra. 














RECREATION NEWS, DECEMBER, 1965 


PAGE THREE 


GRANDE PRAIRIE LITTLE THEATRE 


Early in 1960, there existed two groups 
of people interested in the performing 
arts — the South Peace Operatic So¬ 
ciety and the Grande Prairie Players. 
Both of these groups had had experi¬ 
ence in their own particular fields of 
theatre. The Operatic Society had pro¬ 
duced “Student Prince” and “Rose 
Marie”, while the Grande Prairie Play¬ 
ers had produced “My Three Angels”, 
“The Reluctant Debutapte” and “Love 
From a Stranger”. Several one act plays 
which had been extremely successful in 
local competitions over the years, were 
also produced by the Grande Prairie 
Players. It was felt by both groups (who 
were operating on the typical amateur 
‘shoestring’ basis) that a great deal 
more could be accomplished in the Com¬ 
munity Theatre if a pooling of resources 
was made. The members of both clubs 
met—a merger was agreed, and an ex¬ 
ecutive chosen. The new club evolved 
as the “Grande Prairie Little Theatre”. 
Stock was taken of existing assets, such 
as they were, and the enthusiastic new 
executive swung into action with the 
planning of activities for the coming 
year. 

So much for the formation of this 
energetic group, for indeed you will 
discover, as you read, that “Show Biz” 
was on the way up, with the new Little 
Theatre group. 

MEETS WITH SUCCESS 

Not without hard earned experience, 
however. To begin, the newly formed 
Little Theatre floated “The Boy Friend” 
in the spring of 1962. Unfortunately 
Grande Prairie audiences were not 
ready for this delightful musical, and 
although artistically very successful, 
box office receipts and bank balance 
dipped to a low ebb. On the other hand, 
the spark that “The Boy Friend” created, 
left an everlasting imprint on the minds 
of the cast and staff—one which will 
never be forgotten as long as they live. 
However, all nostalgia aside, the club 
had a job to do in the community. It 
was decided to produce “South Pacific” 
in the spring of 1963. A substantial 
bank loan was made, which the club 
gambled on being able to pay back 
after a four-night stand. They were 
successful. “Oklahoma” was produced 
in the spring of 1964, with the same 
success. Musicals, however, were not 
the only field in which the Little Theatre 
excelled. At the 1962 “Drama Festival 
of the Peace”, “Red Queen, White 
Queen” won best actress award for Kay 


Allen. In the 1963 Festival of the Peace 
“Johnny Dunn” took best production, 
and best direction for Len Milne and 
Graham Allen. “Johnny Dunn” received 
the best direction award at the Provin¬ 
cial One Act Finals, held in Banff in 
1963. The same play went to Dawson 
Creek, B.C., for the British Columbia 
Regional Drama Festival in the spring 
of 1964, and took all the awards!!! By 
this time, Johnny was DUNN!! In the 
fall of 1964, “The Bleeding Heart of 
Wee Jon” won the Festival of the Peace, 
as did “The Robe” at the same festival 
in the fall of 1965. 

VERSATILITY—KEY TO PROGRESS— 
"MY FAIR LADY" IS PRODUCED 

The group sponsored the “Fathers of 
Confederation” in the summer of 1965, 
followed by an evening of experimental 
theatre in the round as part of the 
City of Grande Prairie’s Centennial cele¬ 
brations. 

With resources and experience build¬ 
ing, the Little Theatre decided to really 
stick their neck out. “My Fair Lady” 
went into rehearsal on January 3, 1965, 
and what we believe to be the first ama¬ 
teur performance in Western Canada— 
perhaps the nation—opened at the begin¬ 
ning of April. “My Fair Lady” played 
five nights to sell-out houses, and was 
undoubtedly a smash hit. 

At the time that this article is being 
written, the Little Theatre is rehearsing 
“Annie Get Your Gun”, which opens 
November 30 through to December 4. 

However, this brings to date the ac¬ 
tivities of the Grande Prairie Little 


INC. by GRAHAM ALLEN 

Thearte. The last accomplishments 
have spoken for themselves. This group 
is undoubtedly an artistic body of good 
taste and success in community theatre. 
SOME FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

In general then, as you can see, Com¬ 
munity Theatre is in a very healthy 
state in the Peace River Country. There 
are two active groups in Dawson Creek, 
B.C., Fort St. John, B.C., Peace River, 
Fairview, and each have an organized 
theatre. There is also another drama 
club in Grande Prairie—St. Paul’s United 
Drama Club, who provide the Little 
Theatre with a lot of competition. 

Another thorn in the flesh, and I am 
led to believe that this problem is prov¬ 
ince-wide, is the extremely poor design 
of expensive “gymnatoriums”. It is ar¬ 
gued that taxpayers’ dollars are being 
saved by the present system of design. 
I contend that taxpayers’ dollars could 
be saved if architects and engineers 
(who are experts in their own field) 
would consult with people who know 
theatre and sporting activities prior to 
approval of the final design. 

LOOKING AHEAD '66 
The Grande Prairie Little Theatre is 
“bashing on”. Two musicals and a three- 
act play are being produced, for the Do¬ 
minion Drama Festival. Two one-act 
plays will be entered in the Peace 
Country Drama Festival, and the British 
Columbia Regional Drama Festival. 
This program should keep interest and 
enthusiasm up for the Grande Prairie 
Little Theatre’s 150 members and the 
4000-plus audiences alive and vibrant. 


THE HOGARTH PUPPETS 



Will tour Alberta in January 1966. For the story, see page 7 of this issue. 





ARTS AND CRAFTS DIVISION 
INTRODUCES EXPERIMENTAL PROGRAM 

FOR SPRING 1966 
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Hogarth Puppets to Present 
Repertoire on Alberta Tour 


The world famous Hogarth Puppets 
will be appearing across Alberta in 
January under the auspices of the Drama 
Division of the Recreation and Cultural 
Development Branch of the Government 
of Alberta. 

They are being presented here in 
Western Canada for the first time on 
the North American continent after ex¬ 
tensive tours in Australia, New Zealand, 
Africa, and Europe; and wherever they 
have appeared, they have been widely 
acclaimed. 

Ann Hogarth is well known in Eng¬ 
land as the creative genius behind Muf¬ 
fin the Mule, for whom she writes the 
scripts and pulls the strings, and today 
her Muffin books have even been trans¬ 
lated into Russian. Together with her 
husband Jan Bussell, they have per¬ 
formed around the world. 

The tour in Alberta is sponsored in 
association with Holiday Theatre in Van¬ 
couver and the British Council. 

Newspaper critics around the globe 
have been generous in their praise of 
these fabulous performers, and the Bri¬ 
tish Arts Council has referred to it as 
one of the best shows of its kind avail¬ 
able anywhere. 

The Hogarth Puppets, one of the 
largest troupes in the world with nearly 
1,000 marionettes, have become estab¬ 
lished as the leading exponent of the 
art, particularly on television. They 


SINCLAIR EXHIBIT AT 
FINE ARTS GALLERY 
DURING DECEMBER 

A one-man show of paintings and 
drawings by Bob Sinclair will be ex¬ 
hibited during December at the Fine 
Arst Gallery, University of Alberta. 

Born in Saskatchewan, Mr. Sinclair 
studied at the universities of Manitoba 
and Iowa. He taught high school art 
in Winnipeg and at the Winnipeg Art 
Gallery before returning to the Univer 
sity of Iowa as a graduate drawing as¬ 
sistant. Mr. Sinclair is presently an in¬ 
structor in the Department of Art, Uni¬ 
versity of Alberta, Edmonton. 

The Sinclair exhibition of drawings 
and paintings will be shown at the Fine 


are full-scale puppets performing on a 
full-scale stage, and may be seen easily 
from any part of a theatre or audi¬ 
torium. 

They will be seen in plays, ballet, 
mime, circus, operetta, and variety turns; 
and included in their program may be 
Rufus, the Clown; the Fox and the Hen; 
the Happy Prince; Macbeth; Muffin, the 
Mule; and Flash, the Cowboy. 

The touring program arranged by the 
Drama Division will be as follows: 
Thursday, January 6—Tofield. 

Friday, January 7—Camrose 
Saturday and Sunday, January 8 and 9 
—Red Deer where they will be present¬ 
ing a workshop) 

Tuesday, January 11—Drumheller 
Thursday, January 13—Medicine Hat 
Friday, January 14—Lethbridge 
Sunday, January 16—Calgary. 

Further information on the tour may 
be obtained from the Drama Supervisor, 
Jack McCreath. 


CHORAL STUDENTS 
ATTEND WORKSHOP 

Thirty-one students from the north¬ 
eastern area of Alberta attended a 
weekend Choral Directors’ Workshop 
on November 5th and 6th in St. Paul. 
These students came from places as far 
afield as Vermilion, Vegreville and 
Smoky Lake. 

The staff included: Prof. A. B. Crigh- 
ton, University of Alberta Music De¬ 
partment, Edmonton; Mr. Paul Bourret, 
Assistant Supervisor of Music, Edmonton 
Separate School Board; Mr. Garth Worth¬ 
ington, Assistant Supervisor of Music, 
Edmonton Public School Board, and Mr. 
D. J. Peterkin, Supervisor of Music, 
Government of Alberta. 

Local organization was looked after 
by Mrs. Margaret Decosse of the St. Paul 
Musical Society, and the St. Paul School 
Board was kind enough to permit the 
use of school facilities under their 
control. 


Arts Gallery, 9021 - 112th Street, from 
November 29 through December 17. 
Gallery hours are from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 


CHORAL DIRECTORS' 
WORKSHOPS PLANNED 

Choral Directors’ Workshops are 
planned for early in 1966, in Red Deer 
on the weekend of January 7th and 8th, 
and in Lethbridge on the January 21st 
and 22nd weekend. 

These Workshops are open to church 
choir directors and to all teachers of 
class singing in the schools of these 
areas. The Red Deer Workshop staff 
will include Mr. G. Douglas Millson, 
Organist and Choir Director at Robert¬ 
son United Church, Edmonton; Rev. G. 
Leo Green, Supervisor of Music, Edmon¬ 
ton Separate School Board; Mr. Paul 
Bourret, Assistant Supervisor of Music, 
Edmonton Separate School Board; Mr. 
Allan S. Rumbelow, Supervisor of Music, 
Edmonton Public School Board; Mr. 
Garth Worthington, Assistant Supervisor 
of Music, Edmonton Public School 
Board, and Mr. D. J. Peterkin, Super¬ 
visor of Music, Government of Alberta. 
The Lethbridge Workshop Staff will be 
drawn from the University of Alberta, 
Calgary, and the Calgary Public and 
Separate School Sysemt. 

The curriculum will include the fol¬ 
lowing subjects: Basics of Good Tone 
Production, Rehearsal Procedures and 
Techniques, Basic Conducting and Re¬ 
pertoire. The latter subject will be 
dealt with adequately to cover the vary¬ 
ing interest of school teachers train¬ 
ing classes ranging from grade one to 
senior high, to choir leaders serving the 
Roman Catholic and Protestant church 
choirs. 

These Workshops are organized with 
the active co-operation of the Fine Arts 
Council of the Alberta Teachers Asso¬ 
ciation, the Alberta Music Educators 
Association, the Canadian College of 
Organists and the Alberta Registered 
Music Teachers Association. 

Anyone who is interested in attending 
either one of the Workshops may obtain 
an application form by writing to the 
Supervisor of Music, Room 425, Legis¬ 
lative Building, Edmonton. 


BAND UNIFORMS 
FOR SALE 

We are informed by RCAF Cold 
Lake that they have forty Youth 
Band uniforms in wine with gold 
trim for sale. Interested parties 
are invited to contact Flying Offi¬ 
cer Barbeau at the base. 
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REASONS Why Recreation Boards 
Play a Vital Role in any Community 

Recreation Boards develop a meaningful, effective budget to co-ordinate 
community programs. 

12th in a series of 12 from the 
Recreation & Cultural Development Branch. 


REGIONAL ATHLETIC CLINICS 

Preference will be given to athletic clinics being conducted on a progressive 
level system from year to year. 

To allow time needed to publicize, acquire instructors and finances, communi¬ 
ties wishing to hold Regional Clinics must contact the Local Recreation Director, 
Provincial association of that sport, and the Athletic Supervisor, Recreation & 
Cultural Division Branch, at least 8 weeks before such clinics are desired. 

PLAN NOW FOR THE FUTURE ! 

HOCKEY COACHES CLINICS 


Level I 

Fairview .Dec. 10, 11 

Fahler .Dec. 10, 11 

Valleyview Dec. 10, 11 


FINE ARTS 
GALLERY 

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
EDMONTON 

EXHIBITION SCHEDULE 1965-1966 

November 29 - December 17 — Bob 
Sinclair Prints—Otto Rogers Sculpture. 

January 1-January 21—Takao Tanabe 
Paintings. 

January 31 - February 18—Prize-Win¬ 
ning American Prints—Katie Ohe Sculp¬ 
ture. 

February 28 - March 18—Wallhangings 
by Micheline Beauchemin—Drohan and 
Drahanchuk Pottery. 

March 28 - April 8—Phase 2. 


Level II 

High Prairie Dec. 17-18 

Level III 

High Prairie Jan. 23 

Grande Prairie Jan. 30 


Recreation Directors’ 
In-Service Course Seminar 

The spring seminar for the Recrea¬ 
tion Directors’ In-Service Course will 
be held in Banff May 1 -14, 1966, for 
first year, and May 8 -14 for second and 
third year registrants. 

The fall seminar was well received, 
and compliments are extended to the 
resource staff. 


April 11- April 15—Selections, First 
and Second B.F.A. 

Gallery hours for off-campus visitors: 
7 - 9 p.m. Monday through Friday. 


Dates to Remember 


Jan. 6—Hogarth Puppets, Tofield. 

Jan. 7—Hogarth Puppets, Camrose. 

Jan. 7, 8—Choral Directors’ Workshop, 
Red Deer. 

Jan. 8, 9—Hogarth Puppets, Red Deer. 

Jan. 11—Hogarth Puppets, Drumheller. 

Jan. 13—Hogarth Puppets, Medicine 
Hat. 

Jan. 14—Hogarth Puppets, Lethbridge. 

Jan. 16—Hogarth Puppets, Calgary. 

Jan. 21, 22—Choral Directors’ Work¬ 
shop, Lethbridge. 

February — Camp Administrators’ Se¬ 
minar, Banff. 

March 18, 19, 20 — British Empire 
Games Trials, WRESTLING, Edmonton. 

July 15, 16 — British Empire Games 
Trials, TRACK & FIELD, Edmonton. 

May 1-14 — In-Service Course Semi¬ 
nar, Banff. 


FLIP OF THE FEZ TO... 



Hanna, on the appointment of Recrea¬ 
tion Director Doug Blake. Doug is 
formerly a supervisor with the Ham¬ 
ilton, Ontario, Recreation Depart¬ 
ment. 

Ponoka, on appointing Cliff Pelkay .for¬ 
merly of Hanna, as Recreation Di¬ 
rector. 

Barrhead, for appointing as Recreation 
Director, Don Lavoy, formerly Recrea¬ 
tion Director at Falher. 

A CORRECTION 

In our November “Flips”, we named 
Mr. W. Walters as Recreation Director 
of Suffield. This should have read, “The 
Crown Village of Ralston”, not Suffield. 
Our apologies, and thanks to Mr. Wal¬ 
ters for letting us know. 


THOUGHTS 

If everyone read everything he re¬ 
ceived he would do no work. 


SWIMMING CLINICS 

Instructors Course—R.C.A.F. Station, Namao December 10, 11, 12 

Competitive Swim Meet—Edmonton Y.M.C.A. January 15, 16 

Competitive Swim Meet—Calgary Winter Club January 22, 23 

Competitive Swim Meet—Red Deer Swim Association February 12 

CAMP ADMINISTRATORS SEMINAR Banff February 

WRESTLING 

British Empire Game Trials—Edmonton March 18, 19, 20 

TRACK AND FIELD 

British Empire Game Trials—Edmonton July 15, 16 



























